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CARING MINISTRY BOARD 
PROVIDING SUPPORT TO MEMBERS 

 
In support of St. Olaf’s mission “To Know Christ and Make Christ Known”, the Caring 
Ministry Board works with many ministry groups at the Church, such as Parkinson’s Sup-
port Group, Prayer Ministry, Card Ministry, Prayer Shawl Knitters, Nursing Home Com-
munion and the Senior Ministry team just to name a few. 
 

As the Caring Ministry Board looks for new ways to provide support for those in need, or 
those underserved by the Church, our thoughts turn to our members that have not attended 
worship for some time.  While the reason for not attending worship may be as simple as 
work schedule conflicts, we would like to know if there are obstacles where the Church 
may be able to provide support. 
 

To better understand if there is anything the Church can do to reconnect those that have not 
attended worship lately, we plan to make contact with them. 
 

We began making calls in January and hope to conclude no later than the end of March.  If 
you receive a call, I hope you take this opportunity to provide your thoughts and insights 
regarding what St. Olaf can do to better meet your worship needs.  If you don’t get a call, 
but would like to share your thoughts on how St. Olaf can better meet your needs, please 
feel free to contact me directly. 
 

St. Olaf is a great church, with a lot to offer its members and the community.  Staying ac-
tive in the Church strengthens our spiritual connection with God and helps us live a ful-
filled life.  We hope this effort to reconnect with our members will “open the door” for 
those that have not worshiped with the St. Olaf family for awhile. 

 
    In Christ’s name, 
 
 
    Fred Halvin 
    507-433-2617 
    Caring Board Member 

Sunday,  
January 29, 2012 

Pork Loin Dinner 
will be served  
by the youth 
at 12:00 p.m.  

Tickets are on sale in the 
church office for 

$10 each. 
The meal will be  
followed by the 

St. Olaf Annual Meeting 
at 1:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, 
February 22 is  

Ash Wednesday. 
Worship services  

will be held at 
12:00, 4:15 and  

6:15 p.m. 
 

Light Lenten Suppers 
will be served each  
Wednesday during  

Lent from 
4:45 to 6:00 p.m. 
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Meet Yvonne Jondal, Artist 

The diverse talents of Yvonne Jondal are currently being showcased in St. Olaf’s new gallery display area.  
Yvonne says she started painting about 60 years ago, shortly after she was married.  She began with oil paint-
ing and progressed to numerous other art forms, from creating porcelain dolls to quilting, weaving, water col-
ors, woodcarving, and gourd decorating.    

The former Banfield elementary teacher has found more time for artwork since her retirement in 1988.  As a 
member of the Austin Art Group, she has honed her skills with lessons from members of this group as well as 
attending art shows and studying books.  She enjoys nature and because her sons are hunters, they have sup-
plied her with antlers and driftwood for some of her weaving projects.   

Yvonne sells some of her projects and shares some with friends and family, but she still has many pieces of 
artwork at home.   When asked if she has any particular favorites among her creations, she said, “Whatever 
I’m working on at the moment.” 

Yvonne’s works have previously been shown  at St. Olaf when the church had displays in the former Murray 
Room.  She is honored to be the first artist featured in the new gallery.  The current display at St. Olaf is just a 
partial representation of her works.  She will have a bigger art show in August at the Oak Park Mall.   

Check out the display and thank Yvonne for sharing her art. 

         Submitted by Carolyn Eilertson 

“PAINT THE TOWN PINK” PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
As part of Austin’s new “Paint the Town Pink” festivities, the St. Olaf Fair Diner Committee will host an all-
you-can-eat “pink” pancake breakfast on Sunday, February 5, from 8 am – 1 pm in the St. Olaf Fellowship 
Hall. Pancakes will be served with Spam® and beverage.  Tickets are $5 ages 11 to adult, $3 ages 4 – 10, and 
free for ages 3 and under.  All proceeds go to The Hormel Institute’s world-renowned breast cancer research. 
        Submitted by St. Olaf Fair Diner Committee 

THE LORD’S PRAYER PLAQUE 
     The Lord’s Prayer Plaque, which is hanging in the Fellowship Hall, 
was purchased at R. J. WOODGOODS, Inc.—Amish Furninture in 
memory of Ralph and Prudence Lewis. It has been donated to St. Olaf by 
their surviving children, Patty & Don Johnson, Judy & Joe Nolan and 
Dale &  Lois F. Lewis. Blessed by their memory.   
     Submitted by Mrs. Lois Lewis 

St. Olaf Quilting Group Looking for… 
women able and willing to cut fabric blocks and sew them  

together to make quilt tops. 
We meet the 2nd & 4th Thursday of the month at 9:00 a.m. 

Please join us. 
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St. Olaf Church Has a New Gallery Wall 
 
While everyone has been enjoying the fine amenities 
of our new and remodeled building, something has 
been missing.  Until now, that is.  Remember the spe-
cial displays there used to be in the Murray Room?  
Well, the recent completion of the gallery display 
area on the north side of the new narthex means that 
we can get back to showcasing some of the works of 
our talented members. 
 
The creation of this display area has been a project of 
the Gallery Wall Ministry team (part of the Older 
Adult Ministry team) consisting of Todd Portinga, 
Russ Wangen, Bruce Loeschen and Yvonne Jondal.  

Thanks to a gift from the St. Olaf Foundation and from memorial funds received, the team was able to engage 
the services of the talented woodworker, Dale Akkerman, to design and create the customized  display case 
and wall-mount area.  Keith Barnes, Rich Chuick, and Glenn Bakke also assisted.  The team’s work may not 
be done yet as they are also considering adding track lighting in the gallery area. 
 
According to Todd, the mission of the Older Adult Ministry team is to “give vision and value to the ministry 
of older adults” and to “re-vision how we view older members of our congregation as resources of faith.”  One 
aspect of these resources is their creativity, often exemplified through arts and crafts. Yet, while this project 
comes from this ministry team, the displays will not be limited to older adults only. 
 
Plans are to change the display every two months, with the March and April display focusing on various forms 
of the cross.  For this showcase, congregation members are invited to share crosses which they have made or 
own, or even striking photos of crosses.  Contact Todd if you have something to contribute for the next display 
which begins in March, and take time to enjoy this wonderful new addition to our church facility. 
    
        Submitted by Carolyn Eilertson 
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SEASON OF LENT BEGINS ON FEBRUARY 22 
“Ash Wednesday is the traditional beginning of Lent which is a 40-day liturgical season that 
concludes at Easter.  Lent is often associated with the disciplines of fasting, charity and 
prayer.  Lent is intended to be a time of reflection, a time to meditate on our lives.   
 

The name Ash Wednesday comes from the practice of placing ashes on the forehead in the 
shape of a cross.  Ashes are referred to in the Old Testament as signs of sorrow, mourning, 

humility, repentance, and mortality; "You are dust, and to dust you shall return." (Genesis 3:19)” (Excerpts from 
an early article written by Todd Portinga.) 
 

Ash Wednesday worship services, which will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion and the imposition of 
ashes, will be offered at 12:00, 4:15 and 6:15 p.m. (Please note the time change for the last worship service). A 
chili supper will be served by the youth from 4:45 to 6:00 p.m. Beginning on Wednesday, February 29, there 
will be two worship opportunities, at 4:15 and 6:15 p.m., with a light Lenten Supper served between them. 
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FEBRUARY CIRCLE SCHEDULE 
 
Circle # Date   Time  Hostess   Location   
    1  February 16  7:00 p.m. Janne Barnett   507 7th Avenue NW  
    2  February 21  7:00 p.m. Sharon Barnes   Meeting Room 
    3  February 17  9:00 a.m.     Meeting Room   
    4   February 16  9:30 a.m. Ilene Carroll   Fellowship Hall 
    5  February 16  1:30 p.m. Bernice Konken  1601 28th Street SW  
    6     February 16  1:30 p.m. Jan Ramseth   Fellowship Hall  
    7   February 16  1:30 p.m.     Fellowship Hall 
     

If you would like your circle listed in the March newsletter, please submit your circle notice to  
Jann Schroeder by Thursday, February 9. Thank you. 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA MEETING 
Date:   Thursday, February 2 
Time:  1:00 p.m. 
Where:  Fellowship Hall 
Program:  NUVAL,You and Heart Health, Jen Haugen, 
Registered Dietitian, HyVee 
Devotions:  Deanna Bakke 

  Pianist:  Marge Barnett 

  Hostess:  Circle 4  

FEBRUARY   
HELPING HANDS 

Lois Peters      437-6104 
Shirley Rosenthal   433-7075 

Calling 
Wohlfeil—Baskin 

MINISTERIALS 
Mid-December through Mid-January 

Funerals   
      Doris Moen  Gloria Olson 
 Billie Houston  Kenneth Magee 
 Peter Lommen, Jr. Richard Brady 
 Dorothy Todalen Dean Gilbertson  
                                    

Baptisms 
    Kaia Elise Worlein  
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 WELCA LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF KITS 
FEBRUARY KIT-OF-THE-MONTH: SCHOOL  KITS 

LWR SCHOOL KITS 
Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college-ruled paper approximately 8 x 10 1/2 “, no loose-leaf paper 
0ne 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other 
One pencil sharpener 
One 2 1/2 inch eraser 
One blunt scissors (safety scissors with steel blades work well) 
Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers: secure together with a rubber band 
Five ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band 
One box of 16 or 24 crayons 
One sturdy drawstring backpack - cloth bag approximately 14” x 17” with shoulder straps (NO standard backpacks); 
   recommended fabrics include heavy cotton, canvas, denim and twill. (Copies of the Drawstring School Kit Bag pattern 
   are available in the church office along with the information on the kits.) 

    Bring in items for the kit-of-the-month and put them in the plastic bins in the narthex.  Whatever is received will be 
assembled into completed kits to be sent to LWR in May. Items listed above are the only items that will be accepted. All 
items must be new and in condition. Remove any excess packaging, pack all items in bag and close.  Do not enclose the 
kit or any of its contents in plastic bags. 
    The need for boat soap continues, so please consider contributing 4-or 5-ounce bars of any kind.  
     Watch the March newsletter for information about Fabric Kits. 
     If you have any questions, call Marilyn Reuter at 437-7260 or Bernice Konken at 433-1556. The St. Olaf women 
thank you for your continued help with this project.  God Bless. 
        Submitted by the WELCA Board 

 
            St. Olaf 

         Family Night   Family Night  
  at the Movies!!Movies!!  

   Come and join us for food, fellowship and film! 
We have been having a great time with our movie nights! We are so happy many have 

joined us. Just a reminder, the films are intended to be enjoyed by children and adults.  However, please note the ratings 
as some movies deal with difficult real life issues.  A pizza supper will be offered during the movie.   We will accept free 
will donations to cover the meal.  We encourage you to stay at the end of the movie for a short discussion of what mes-
sage God shared with you during the film or what from the film impacted you most.   

WHEN: Sundays 5:00 to approximately 7:30 p.m. 
WHERE: Sunken Auditorium in Basement (Bring your favorite pillow and blanket!) 

 
Be watching for the date of the February showing of  The Grace Card (PG-13) - Witness the transforming power of for-
giveness! When Mac loses his son in an accident, his grief sabotages his career on the police force and makes for a com-
bustible situation when he gets a new partner---part-time pastor and "rising star" Sam. 
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Children, Youth, & Families 
Ashley Corbett, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministry.   

E-mail: acorbett@solc.org; or 433-8857 x. 17. 
 

 Nursery 
A fine group of volunteers are working to have the nursery staffed with volunteers every  Sunday 
at the  9:15 and 10:45 services!  You and your family are all invited to worship, however if your 
little ones need a break they are welcome to join us in the  nursery! 
 
Volunteers are still needed to fill some gaps in the nursery schedule!  The sign-up is in the nurs-
ery, and volunteers are asked to stay for the whole service (even if there are  no children), and are 
invited to sign up with a friend or to bring a book in case no one  shows. 

Can Do Kids!   
(Wednesdays, 6:30-7:45) 
Can Do Kids had a great fall!  We took a break for Christmastime, but are back in full swing as of January 4th.  All kids 
age 3 through grade 5 are welcome to join in the fun.  (Just fill out a registration form before worship or talk to Ashley 
Corbett on Sunday.)  Kids start in worship at 6:15 with their families, and are dismissed from there. 
Sunday School 
(Sundays, during 10:45 service) 
With the Christmas Pageant behind us (great work everyone!), Sunday School will re-
sume as usual as of January 8th.  If you have anyone age 3 up to grade 5 that would like to 
join Sunday School, just head downstairs to the Sunday School Office and speak with 
John or Karla Carroll before the 10:45 service on Sunday, or contact Ashley Corbett. 

Amp’d Confirmation 
(Grades 6-8) 

 
Wednesday, FEBRUARY 15th:  Snow Tubing! 

It’s an early release day, so head over to St. 
Olaf and we will head to the hills!  Bring/
wear warm and appropriate gear to be out-
side.  We’ll head back to the church around 
5, where some awesome volunteers will have 
a warm meal waiting! 

 
*If, by some crazy minute chance, there is not enough snow in February 

in Minnesota, we will have a back-up plan ready.* 
 

 
 

The month of March brings the Lenten season!  6, 7, and 8th Graders it’s 
time to get connected with your Mentor.  If you do not have one, please work with your parents, small group 

leader, Ashley Corbett and Pastor Koppel to connect with a mentor. 
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February  
1 – Exile & Return 
8 –  6th grade – Sex & Faith    

(PARENTS TOO!) 
 7th grade – Relay Review 
8th grade – Summer   Plan-
ning 

15 – Snow Tubing( or Plan B) 
19 – Mentor Kick-Off! 
22 – Ash Wednesday 
29 – Lenten services/mentoring 
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Senior High 
(Grades 9-12) 
We will continue to meet in the youth room every Wednesday from 7:45-9:00 PM.  Anyone in grades 9-12—or adults 
who would like to hang out with said people—are  welcome to join us for fun and games, message, and prayer. 
 

 
30 Hour Famine! 
Austin will be holding its (student led) 30 Hour Famine on Friday-Saturday, February 24-25.  
Join in the fun!  There will be many activities going on, and there will be youth from various 
churches in Austin present.  There will be music, games, and service projects going on all 
night.  Sign up on the bulletin board, and meet us there!  (Make sure to rest up the night be-
fore!) 
 
Questions?  Ask Megan Brown, or find Ashley. 
 

 
Lenten Meal Fundraisers 
The senior high youth will be serving 3 of the Lenten meals on Wednesdays.  Any youth 
going to the gathering this summer are especially encouraged to help, as this will be a 
great way to earn money towards your payment!  We serve on: 

February 22, March 7, and 21 
 

Watch for the sign-up on the bulletin board and take a shift. 

 
 

Keep checking the bulletin board outside the gym for announcements, and sign ups! 
 

Adults 
We are in need of 3rd floor shepherds to hang out on the 3rd floor on Wednesdays from 3:30-9:00.  You may come for 
all or any part of this time frame.  And feel free to join in the fun too!  Please contact Ashley to find out more. 
 

 

 

Find us on Facebook! 
 

Follow the St. Olaf Youth page on Facebook!  Just search “St. Olaf Youth” or    
 click on it through the “St. Olaf Lutheran Church” Facebook page.  
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Minutes 
Regular Council Meeting 

January 10, 2012 
 

Present:  John  Carroll, Kathy Glowac, Carolyn Eilertson, Lois Peters, Nicole Cizik, Connie Simonson, DeeDee Marx, Dave Sylte, 
Scott Weber, Mike Guanella, and Neal Hull. 
Guests:  Shawn Radford and Linda Howden 
Staff Present:  Eric Buntrock, Todd Portinga 
 
The meeting was called to order by President John Carroll.  Carolyn Eilertson led the group in devotions. 
 

Action Items 
A request from Bridget’s Dance Studio was presented, requesting use of St. Olaf’s gym space for  sessions on four Thursdays from 
Feb. 16 to Mar. 8.  A motion was made by Dave, seconded by Nicole to approve the request.  After further discussion about the fee 
to be charged, a motion was made by Dave, seconded by Nicole to amend the motion to include a total charge of $100 for the four 
sessions.  The amendment to the motion carried.  The original motion as amended also passed.  
In the matter of council appointees to the nominating committee, Dave made a motion, seconded by Lois, to have Connie and Nicole 
serve on the committee.  Motion carried. 
 

Discussion Items 
Neal Hull gave an update about the Paint-the-City Pink event on Feb. 5.  (This is a cancer awareness event.)  He and Sharon Alms 
are coordinating a pancake and spam breakfast at St. Olaf from 8 to 1 that day.  All costs for that event will be borne by the Hormel 
Institute and profits will go to them for research.   The Reaching Board was charged with the task of doing some outreach that day as 
there will be non-members attending the event. 
The Boards were reminded that their reports for the church’s annual report are due in the office by Jan. 20th. 
The council will be presenting the ACE class at 9:15 on January 22 to review the past year as well as the proposed 2012 budget. 
The annual meeting will be Jan. 29 at 1:30 following a dinner which will be served by the youth group. 
 
Secretary’s report 
A motion was made by Connie, seconded by Kathy to approve the minutes of the last council meeting.  Motion carried. 
 

Financial Report 
Eric informed the council that his report for the month of December and for 2011 is not yet complete.  He noted that the general fund 
has changed from a negative $70,000 in mid-2010 to about even as of the end of the year.  Even though he did not have precise fig-
ures, he feels that the estimate of giving for 2012 will run about the same as 2011.  The Foundation’s challenge for the Capital Ap-
peal has been met, so they will be adding $7,500 to be paid on the principal balance. 
 

Board Reports 
Reaching—Scott reported that he will be attending the conference in Houston TX  in February with Simon Bol Top and Gatlauk 
Puk. 
Welcoming—DeeDee reported that Nicole Caporale and Carla Conradt are the coordinators for the church nursery.  Lois stated that 
the volunteers for the re-activated Building and Grounds team will be meeting on Monday, Jan. 16 to organize their efforts. 
Growing—Connie reported that the process of finding mentors for the 6th graders is underway.  She stated that Ashley will be doing 
a survey regarding Vacation Bible School to determine the best time to offer it.  Jill Medgaarden and Ashley Corbett will be the new 
music leaders for Sunday School. 
Caring—Dave reported that work is continuing on their projects, the Continuing Ed event, tutoring, and contacts with inactives.  He 
also noted that the meeting of the Older Adult Ministry team will be Jan. 26 at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Staff Reports 
Eric reported that Arens has begun work on the heating and air conditioning system.  Software updates have been made in the office.  
He also informed the group that due to legislative changes, churches no longer are required to have a license for their kitchens.  St. 
Olaf has already paid the annual license fee of $794 but will be seeking a refund. 
Todd will be in Albuquerque for a week of continuing ed. 
 
The meeting adjourned and closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
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2012—2013 WEE LEARNING CENTER 
REGISTRATION SET TO BEGIN 

Preregistration for the 2012-2013 school year will begin on Monday, February 20 for all current Wee Learning 
Center families.  Whether the current student is advancing into the next classroom or a sibling will be entering 
the program in September, this is the week in February that is reserved just for them. Pre-registration for van 
transportation will begin on the 20th as well. 
 
Beginning on Sunday, February 26, registration is opened up to families of the St. Olaf congregation. There 
will be a special registration time beginning between 9 and 11:00 a.m. on Sunday and continuing throughout 
the week. Van preregistration will be held during this time as well.  Students must be at least 3 years old on 
September 1, 2012 to enroll at the Wee Learning Center. 
 
Community Registration will begin on March 3 at 9:00 a.m. and will continue until all 80 slots have been 
filled. Remaining van slots will be offered at this time.   
 
Class dates and times as well as van schedules will be as follows: 
3 year olds (Preschool 1)          4/5 year olds (Kindergarten Readiness)   
Tuesday - Friday 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. ($135/month)       Monday – Friday 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. ($165/month) 
Tuesday - Thursday 12:30 - 3:00 p.m. ($105/month)       Monday - Thursday 12:30 - 3:00 p.m. ($135/month) 
 
2012 - 2013Van Schedule            
A.M. Van Service picks students up from licensed daycares and delivers them to the Wee Learning  
 Center, and parents pick up them up at 11:30 a.m. ($35.00/month) 
P.M. Van Service picks up students from licensed daycares and returns them to daycare at the end of the 
 day. ($60.00/month) 
 
For additional information, please contact Jann Schroeder, Wee Learning Director, at 433-8857. 
 

 
PENNY COLLECTION CONTINUES AT  

WEE LEARNING 
During the first six weeks of penny collections, the Wee Learning Center collected 
more than 8800 pennies! This money will provide Spammy™ ( a shelf-stable fortified 

turkey spread) to an orphanage plus an additional family in Guatemala for one month.  Their goal is to feed the 
orphanage and the family for an entire year which means 105,600 pennies need to be collected by May 15.  
The children are confident they will reach their goal!  (Be watching for a penny count update in March!) 
Why are the students participating in the project? The Wee Learning Center staff believes it is important that 
children learn about giving. As Jesus taught in Matthew 25:45 … “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one 
of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.” Children in Guatemala are certainly some of the “least 
of these”… the rate of chronic child malnutrition in Guatemala is higher than many countries in Africa with 
more than 75 percent of the people living in poverty! Our students will continue to do for them; one penny at a 
time.  

    Page 9 
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Please join us for 
St. Olaf  Lutheran Church’s  

2nd Annual Spaghetti Dinner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, February 12, 2012 
Two serving times: 4:30 and 5:30 p.m. 

 
Be sure to bring your family, friends and sweethearts to this wonderful meal  

and time of fellowship. 
 

Tickets on sale now. They can be purchased  in the  
church office or from Wee Learning Center families. 

 
Ticket prices are as follows  

Adults, $8.00 
Children, 4 - 12, $4.00 

3 and under eat free 
Family tickets can be purchased for $20.00 

(for “immediate” families only - parents and children only) 
 

Proceeds will help support the 
Wee Learning Center Preschool. 
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FEBRUARY BOOK STUDY GROUPS 
Thursday Morning Book Study Group 8:00 a.m. 
Reading: Patchett, Patron Saint of Liars 
Meditation: Taylor,  The Seeds of Heaven 
Next Book: Brennert, Molokai  
 
First Monday Book Study Group 10:00 a.m. 
Discussing: Obreh,  The Tiger’s Wife 
Next Book: Handberg, Deadly Reunion 

FEBRUARY ACE SCHEDULE 
Adult Christian Education Classes are held Sunday mornings at  

9:15 a.m. only in the Meeting Room. 
February 5 - Kathy Byram to present the Ortberg Series, 2 of 6 sessions 
February 12 - Kathy Byram to present the Ortberg Series, 3 of 6 sessions 
February 19 - The topic is Cardiovascular Health and speaker is Brianna Carlson, Exer-
cise Specialist in Cardiac Rehabilitation at Mayo Clinic Health System Austin.   

February 26 - Kathy Byram to present the Ortberg Series, 4 of 6 sessions 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
SERVICE REQUESTED 

Regular Wednesday Schedule 
 4:00 p.m.  Bible Study 
 4:30 p.m.  Celebration Ringers 
 5:00 p.m.  Children’s Choir 
 5:00 p.m.  Congregation Meal 
 5:30 p.m.  Saints Choir 
 6:15 p.m.  Worship Service 
 6:15 p.m.  Can-Do Kids Club 
 6:30 p.m.  Jubilation Choir 
 7:00 p.m.  Revelation Ringers 
 7:00 p.m.  Confirmation Small  
      Groups 
 7:00 p.m.  Revelation Ringers 
 7:00 p.m.  Bible Study 
 7:40 p.m.  St Olaf Choir 
 7:45 p.m.  Sr. High LYO 
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